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I hank ~nulor ynur .lanuar~ 14. 201(1. kttcr to lf .S. En,·ironmcntal Protection Ag.cm:y :\Jnrinistrator 
( iina \kCarth; regarding <IL'IJnns It) address pcrlluorclOCtanoic ::1ciJ in drinking water and groundwater. 
I It~.: I I',\ tal-es s~..· rinu:-- 1 :. concerns n;g.anJing PHJI\ contamination. and we arc activtl) engaged in 
atl\ ;uh. lng t h~.· :-;ci~.· nce n:luted to PFO:\ 10 pnn·idc the hL'SI a\·ailablc information to tht: public. states, 
1 r i h~.·s ;tnd local g. \\'crnmeJHs :md in \\'ork i ng. with th~.: state of New York and others to address pub! ic
hL-;d th nsh as:-;ucratnl with PFOr\ contaminati on at specific sitt:s. including Hoosick Falls. New York. I 
am re~pll nd i ng tu :-our request by prm·iding information on the EP ;\ · s current efforts related to each of 
thL· d ement ::; di scu:':-.l:d in \our ktt~r. 

Y\H tr k iter rcqli\.'Sts thJt the I ~.P ,\ lower its prO\ isinnal health ath isory or ...j()() parts per trill inn for PHl:\ 

in d t t nktnt~ \\ ;ttcr to tal-.1.' in1o ,tl'CI)llllt the most curr~.·nt scientific cYidcrH.:c: adopt a protec tive maximum 
C\lllUrn in,mt k\ L'l !'or PH):\ under thc Sak Drinking \\'atcr Act: list PFO:\ as a llazardou:- substance 
ulllkr the C,tlllplchcn-;J\ c l·m iwnm~ntal Resr1lllSl'. ( ·nmpensatiPn. and Liability Act: andre\ icw the 
r~.·n 1 ai n i ng u::. L·s ot I'H.> \ under the 1'\\Xic Substanc\.'S Con1rnl :\ct. 

:\ :-. rt:i'l.!r\.'ll l'\.'d ,thnH:. the F.P :\ sincl' 2009 lws had a pro\'isional health advisory for ~horl -tcnn c.xposun: 
tp I' I { ),\ n l 4011 part ::- per trillion. In .fun~ 2015 1\)ur or the lin: -.ampks collected frnm the l lotlSick J.'a!ls 
Public \\ 'a!l.·r ~uppl;. sh<)\\Cd that the Jrinking \\atcr had mon; th;.m 600 parts per trillion of PF< );\ in it. 
In lr ght o l tl11:se c\CCI.!dancl·:-. the F.P:\ made a recommendation 111 llousick Falls residents that they not 
dnr1l-. tlr cook w1th the water from the puhlic water supply. and the FJ>.I\ contactl.!d the state health 
dcj'<t rtmcnt to ur!:!e that the stale make the !:lame n;commendation . .-\tlditionally. the EP.I\ recommended 
that Jf,,o:-.r t:k r~.·:-: idcnts \\ ith pri' ;ttc wells I hat han: not yet hccn tested for the prescncL' or PFO:-\ ask the 
\ I;II L' health lkpannwnt tn te\1 tiK·ir \\ell s and usc hottkd watl.!r in the meantime. 

\ lu\ 111~ l'u n \ ,ud . thl.! I:PA is currl.!ntl) dcvclop1ng :mupdatl'd lil~time health aJ,·isory for PF01\ bas<.:u 
tll1 th\.' bc!:-1 <1\ ail able science. I kalth ath·is\tries provide fl:deral. stall.!. triba·l and local governments with 
nt~nrct: ul<ttor:-. guidanc<.: to rnakl.! Jt:cisi<.ms in ea~<.:s \\ ht:r\.' a contaminant is not f'eJcrally regulatl.!d. One~ 
linali; ed . the Ill'\\ lifetim~.· health ad,·isory \\ill supers~d~ th~ agency's pro\isional value for PF01\ 
''sued in 20tN . !'he agency expects to finali;.c and publish tht..: upt.latcu health ad\isory this spring. 
I h~.· Ll':\ is also naluating PFOA as a drinking·\\·ater contaminant in accordance with the process 
prl·-.,cnbcd by the Saf'L' Drinking \\'atcr r\cl. That law pn)\'idcs that. in or<.kr f'or tht: EPA to regulate a 
uHitdtllin,lnt. the <~g~.·nc; must lind : (I) the contaminant may ha\'1..! an •~tln:rse dTect on the health of 
p cr-.,Plh: t 2) it is kntl\\11 to (\CCllr or has a sub'itantial likelihood to occur in public-water systems with ::1 
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(J~.:qucnc~ ami :11 k\c.:b ofpublic-hl.'alth Cl1JH.:~rn: anJ (})in the sokjudgml..'nl of the ·\ Jmmi,trator. 
r~.·gulati1111 of the C\llltaminant prl..'scnts a meaningful opportunity fPr l11.:alth-risl.. rcJuction:; for pl.'rson-.. 
"1.T\ 1.:d h:· pu hi ic-\\ all:r ") 'ill:ms. 

In 2009 the LP;\ tnclutk:J PFO:\ un the third ('(llllantinat\1 CanJ idatl.' Li~l. The Fl\.\ u"cs the 
( (ltltaminant C'anJid:lll.' List to identify priori ty contaminants for rq!ulatl•r~ dccisilll\ ma"-ing and 
tlll~lrtllati\111 colkct inn. In 2012 the agcnc) included PH)!\ arnnng the cont.uninanl"\ r,ll' \\hiclt \\;tter 
"ystcms arl.' l'i..'qlllrt'U ((I nHmttm under th~.: third llnrq!ul.tll.·d Contarnin:mt \l\•nitllflll!! Ruk. I he .q.!1..ll1.' 
1.'\;duatc.:s data gatiK·n:d frollllht:·l nregulatcd Contaminant \lonit~_utng Ruk 111 char;Ktcli/~.: the k'd" ,,, 
unrq.~ulatcd con!Jmln:tnh th;\1 occur in dnn"-ing \\,ll~r and the frequerH.:y lll th.ttnu:urrenct> 011 a n.ttlnn.tl 
hJsi~ . Once the I· P t\ has rec~.:i\ l.'d and :lllal) /ed the occurrence data li·orn thr..• thtrd l inrc.:gul:.H<-'d 
Cuntaminant :V1onitnrrng Ruk in the sumnH.'r of 20 16. th~ agency will 1:onsiJ~.:r that data along\\ tth 1)11..' 
pccr-rcvic\\cJ health dt'c.:(h ass,:ssmcnt ~urporting the forthcoming tina! PI·O!\ health aJ,·isory tn rn.t"-l' 
a n.:gulatory detcrminatinn on whether to initiate the pmcess tn dcYelop a national pnmar:-. -drtnl--tn).!
wnt~.:r regulation. /\s it undertakes this process. the EP 1\ \\'ill continue to usc its health advisor) Ill !;tlllk 
a~o:tton:, ''ith regard tv an~ !-> fH.:c ific si tes imuhing 1'1:(),\ r..:untaminatii..llllll drtn"-utg \\atcr. 

Cl RCI A anJ the 0:allonal Oil and I I.uardou-, Substance!:> Pollutitlll Ctmtin~..:IH .. ) Plan pnl\ tJl· th..: 
a):!cnc~ broad authorities Ill address human-health nsk from exposures to PH>. \.~.:,cn if it 1s 1Wtl is11.·d .1~ 
,t h.vardous substance In thi:. case. \\hen rclcasc.:J into the environment. PI·O,t\ ami all pcrlluonn:H..:d 
~.umpuunds general!~ fall \\ithin thl' definition nf··pollutant or contamin<mt .. in CI ·RCI :\ ~l'~ti,,n 
I 0 In:~). CERCI.!\ Sl·ction I 04(a)( I) authoritcs th~..: FP A and other ft:dl.'ra l agen~..:it:~ to respond to 
r..:lcasc..:s or threatened rckasl.'<> of pollurants or contamtnants when the release or potential rclcas.: ma~ 
prl·..,cnt an immtm:nt anJ substantial danger to tht• public health or \\'elt~ue. SectiOn 10-t(c) authnrt/~s th~.· 
.tg.l.'nc: to ohtain inlonn;llilln and cntr..·r. inspect ,mtl sample pr~mises rcgmding pnllutants or 
el.lntaminJnts m the.: :,amc ''"~ a~ l~lr haLardous !\llbstaiH.:cs. In aJdition. the il!;l.'llt.:) h..t'> thl.' authurit) ~~~ 
ltst a :.itc on the Nattnnal Pnontics List bascJ on nsks due ro Pl·O:'\ cxposurl.':>. S~..:drtm:- 105(~.·) .111J tdl 
ol CFRCI r\ rc4uirc that the 1\:ational l'non ttcs lt!\ting con'\id~:r nsks dtll' l\1 h.vanlnus substances. 
p11llut.tnts and 1:1 )nt.tmm.tllb. 

I he I· P •\ ha" been con:-.tdcring action:-. to add res" PI OA under our l n:>..ic Suhst.llii.'I.'S l\•ntrol . \1.t 
authontics. ·1 he agcnc~ has bl.'cn working since the l:ttc j(J90s to in,·est tg.atc :tnd suh'\cljth:ntl~ r~.·dth.:c 

1.':\posun: to lung-chain pc.:rlluurinated compounds. induding PfOA, tn curtail such u-;c, '' hcnn.l.'r k -.;-; 
toxit.: altcrnati\·cs art.: a\·ailablc. This has occurred primaril) through Signilic,uH ~n' Lise Ruks l'll hlll).!
cha in pcrlluorini.lted compounds and the ~0 ltl120 I) PFOt\ Stc\\mdship Program ~m PFOA .mJ r~.·l.ttnl 
111.:rtlu~mnated compolltKb. You can sec nh•rc ,tt "'' \\ cpa.go\ • assc~smg-and-m.tnat.ung-chcmtral'
undrr-tsca::w l 020 15-ploa-stcwardship-program. ,\t the same titm·. lllllkr the I ~l. \ '\1.'\\ Chenm·.tl-. 
pt \lgr.Hn th~.: agcm:) 1s r~.:\ t1.'\\ mg. 111:\\ '\Uhsttlutcs ln1 th.:sl.' sub~taiKI.''> . 

I hrPugh th~.: 20 I 0. 20 I) PH l .. \ Stewardship Program that comml.'ncl.'d in .20()(, the m.uwt:,uurcr:-. '" 
PI Ot\ committed to , ·oluntari ly phasl.' out PFOA and PFO/\-rclated chemicals . including pot~.·rrtial 
1'1·0,\ pri..'l..'UrsN:-.. b~· the <.:nd of 2015. Companies in the program committl.'d ll> reduce global lactlit~· 
~.·missi,1ns and product content or PFOt\ and related ch~:micals b) 95 percent hy :.?ll 10 and to \\Ork 
tu\\.trd eliminating cmi:-sions and pr1.>Jm:t content b) 2U 15 \1ost recent progrc~.; tcp,)rb tndl~.llc that 
C1>mpanies ha\ c met the phase-~.>ut goal. rhc EPt\ is curr~ntly re,·ie'' mg fitl<ll pn>grcs!\ r~.·pMt-; that th.: 
l.lllllpanics subnuttcJ Jl the end of F..:bruary. l cadtng up to the Pl-0,'\ StC\\UtdslHp l'ro);ram ~mJ l\1 
cumpkment it. the agcnc) has developed Signi ticant New l 'sc Rules 10 all<m the I Pt\ It> rc,·ic'' Ill''' 
lbCS ol long-chain pcrlluonnated compounds behHc they arl.' commcn:iali/cJ. 



I he~.;· <.;igni li~.·.tnt "<t''' l. :;c: I~ uk·'> rc:quir(' that an) lln~ who intends In manufacture. induJi ng import. or 
pn11.'c<>'> ;my ciH.:Illieals lor u:-;~_·-; c<,ntained in tht.: Significant New l 'sc Ruks. suhmit a nnt itication to the 
.1!,!1.'111.:~ <~ I kast <>o days hcl(,n: hq,!.inning the activity. This pro' ides the agency \\·ith an '-'PPMtunity In 

fl.'\ ic\\ ,tlld. j t" III.'Cc~s,tr~. plan~ ilmi IS Oil manu !'act urn'\ (lf proct.:ssors \\ ho i lliCild to re introduce Or 
impn11 prPduct~ "ith these chemicals. Since ,2()()0 the 1-" 1':\ has published Significant Nc\\ l jsc Ruks 
ii11J'acting -;c,·cral hundr~.·d pcrlluoronct~ I sulf(1n~· l s and pcrfluowalk~·J sulf<,natcs. The OlPSI rcl'cnt 
iina li;ed Sij.!llliicant \cw Us~.· Ruks were in 20 I> and addressed lunj.!-dwin perll uorinatcJ compounds 
a~ pJrl of 1:arp...:ts l•r carp~.·t - tn.:atnlt'IH pl\Kiucts I he ;1gcnc~· anticipates li nalizin~ a scp~u-atc Signi fi c~mt 
"'-''' I ·..,c Ruks later this year to ensure that pcrlluorinatcJ L'ompnunds phased lHll as pan of the 
.~n l 0· :o 15 PH lt\ Stc\\ ardship Prot-ram do not rl.'-cntcr the 11\a rketplacc "it lwut rl.!vie\\. Tht: FPi\ is abn 
JS~L'Ssln~ ongoin!; uses or pcrlluorinatccl compounds. particularly thllSL' that can degrade to PFO:\. and 
\\ill dl'tcnnint' the appropriJtt: action to address potential risJ..;s from tlu.:sc chcmi~:als . 

I ina! I~. tht I :fl.-\ recent !~ aJJL'd pL'rtluoroalk:-·J L'Ompounds to th~.· multi) car ag;..:nda f'o r the agcnc~· · s 
lntc~rakd Ri:·,l.. lnl\mnattPn System program. The IRIS pmgr~un is \Yorking with the Onicc or \VatL'r 
,md Ill her FP.-\ pr\lgrams and regions tolklt'nnin<: the r;mge nt' pcrtlunroalkyl compounds Cor "hich an 
II{ JS a~'>L's~men\ is neL·<kd. I he IR IS multi;:car agenda is <1\ail:tblc at \\WW.epa.gov!iris-' iris-agcnda. 

l1; ~LIIl 11nary. th<.: r P :\ is I.'Urrcntl y engaged in numerous act ions ll' protect the pub! ic li·om potential 
111.-.tlth risl\c; posed by PHl:\ . ! thank you once more fo1 your lellcr. If you haw furthL'r questions. please 
-.:on tact me <'r ~·our sta ir ma~· contact Cath~· Da' is in the EPA. s Office or C~.mgrcssiona l and 
lntcrg'''ernnwntal R.~_'btitm~ at da,·is.catherincm ti cpa.go\' or (202) 564-270~. 

SitH:cn;h. . 

,~tB:.?£ 
Acting D~rut: .-\dministral<lr 




